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But Christian patience is more rightly humble than
the one, and more sincerely truth-loving than the other,
being, as it is, the necessary result of a just survey of our
position and of our hopes.

For if our immediate circumstances suggest thoughts
of impatience, a wider view of life will banish them.

Do what we will we cannot take away the sad stern
mysteries of life, the mysteries of birth and death, the
one central mystery of our finite personal being. These
must remain, however we may regard them or refuse to
regard them ; and they must remain unsolved.

They are not less real because we close our eyes to
them. They are not less insoluble because we refuse to
discuss them.

Christianity does not bring them into the world ; and
to reject the message of Faith is not to do away with
the subjects to which it is directed.

It is impossible to reduce human life to elements
which will furnish certain conclusions.

Reason, then, no less than faith, forces upon us the
duty of patience in the face of the problems of existence.

But though we cannot, from the nature of the case,
ever remove the mysteries of life, yet as time goes on,
and the purposes of God grow clearer with the lapse of
ages, we are enabled to see them under new lights, to
group them together, to feel, as it were, the end to which
they are pointing.

In this aspect, therefore, we really impoverish our-
selves if we thrust back unreflectingly, by an effort of
will, each difficulty which presents itself to us.

To claim completeness for our opinions is to abandon
the encouragement of progress; and on the other hand
difficulties frankly met reveal new paths of truth.
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They stimulate us to strive for fuller knowledge, and
they prepare us for gaining it.

The patience which regards with clear untroubled
vision a// the parts of our being, so far as they are visible,
which sets the weakness of man side by side with what
is made known in the long ages of the loving power of
God, which learns neither to haste nor to rest in
a pursuit for the good which lingers, disciplines and
quickens our faculty of spiritual discernment.

The temper which patience is calculated to form is
best fitted for the apprehension of the widest truths
which are in our reach.

It is not, we can see, the Divine method to answer
at once every sincere questioner, or to guide every one to
the good on which his soul is fixed.

It is not always good for us to be spared the stern
discipline of failure, the desolate silence of doubts un-
satisfied, the weariness of delays and the dull pressure
of loneliness. It is through these that patience has her
perfect work, and finds that the sense of unrest is a
promise of progress.

Let us not yield to the seduction of some dogmatic
definition which often on the side of the intellect usurps
the place of a personal, vital, progressive appropriation
of the corresponding truth.

In patience GSodliness

THE term godliness is far more than *godliness” in
our common acceptation of the word. It is that spirit
of devout reverence which springs out of the recognition
of God’s immediate Presence, or, to present part of the
truth from the opposite side, that spirit of devout rever-
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ence which springs out of a sense of the true divinity of
things as created by God and sustained by. God.

A “godly reverence,” a profound yet childlike con-
viction of the Divine Presence in us and around us,
unchanged and untouched in its ineffable holiness and
beauty by the sin and evil and sorrow which mar our
perception of it, supports us in our conflict with our own
temptations, and enables us to look without despair upon
what seems to our eyes wide and inevitable waste and
loss.

We have all known occasions when we have been
possessed, as it were, with the fulness of mere physical
pleasure.

The flooding sunlight, the immeasurable sky, the sea,
or the mountains, have entered into our souls : happy then
shall we be if we have consecrated the joy with the faint
assurance that all this is but a faint reflection of His glory
in whom we live and move and have our being.

In sorrow and loss and failure we turn instinctively
to God for the consolation which we have not found and
cannot find elsewhere.

If we have not learnt before to recognise the signs of
His Presence, it may be hard to see Him in our extrem-
ity. But if we have looked for Him at other times: if
by various experience we have been enabled to pierce
beneath the veil : if we have referred our joys to Him :
He will not hide Himself from us in our need.

The godly reverence which has hallowed our brighter
hours will bring light to us in our darkness: af evening
time it shall be light.

Tn Gadliness lobe of the Brethren

AFFECTATION , censoriousness, hardness, unreality,
are naturallyrepulsive to the young; and on the other hand

R
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there is, I think, no time when a kindly and courageous
word spoken in Christ’s name and for Christ is wider or
more enduring in its effects.

Too commonly a natural reserve becomes chilled into
a hard irony under which we are content to dissemble
our real feelings and aspirations.

How often a single word of genuine sympathy will
embolden another to cast off the burden which he has
borne silently, and set forth his difficulties and doubts,
and face them and overcome them.

How often a word of counsel spoken out of our own
experience will inspire the wavering will of a companion
with strength and purpose, and guide him rightly where
the ways of life part.

How often a word of expostulation tempered with
that gentleness which the sense of our own failure gives,
will call out the true self in a man, and help him to con-
quer the temptation which was on the point of over-
powering him as he stood alone.

Now all these—this sympathy, this counsel, this ex-
postulation—are simple acts of that love of the brethren
which we owe one to another, because we are united in
one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

Perfect fellowship in Christ teaches the believer to
reckon not only the failings of others as his own, but
their successes also.

In lobe of the Brethren, lobe

[ .

LOVE ” in the most comprehensive sense is in-
dividualised for the Christian. There is no injunction
of a general love of men—a vague “philanthropy.” He
who is not our “brother ” is still our “neighbour.”
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The widest love, in other words, is personal, not an
undefined sentiment, but the practical recognition of a
real claim.

The love of Christ in its twofold sense is the support
of the Christian’s love, and growing conformity to Christ
is the fruit of love. “To be made like to God” was
the noblest aspiration of heathen moralists; and the
spirit of Christ converts the aspiration into a fact.

Nothing, perhaps, is more injurious to the influence
of Christianity on those without than our own unreadiness
to apply to ourselves in the common calls of business,
as the motive and measure of our exertion, the frank
confession, ke love of Christ constraineth us.

It is idle and far worse than idle for us to speculate
why the world was not made other than it is.

The Christian Faith at least reveals to us a love as
great as our need, and calls out in us love to answer
love.

Without dissembling the evil which has overspread
the world, love will gain and hold the assurance that
what is begun shall he consummated, and God skall be
all in all.

In this sense also it is true that perfect love casteth out

Sear.

He that loveth not hath not known God. 1t must be
so. All ignorance and all error comes from that selfish-
ness which is the opposite to love. Butin love self is
transfigured, and faith has its perfect work. Faith is the
foundation, and love the highest crown. All that comes
between is a preparation for that which reaches up to
heaven and abides there.
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The Incarnation and the Creation

OUR fathers by the teaching of the Holy Spirit saw the
Truth, but they did not see all the Truth. And itis, I
think, impossible to look at modern writings without per-
ceiving that the teaching on Christ’s Person which is
current in the most reverent schools falls short in many
ways of the living fulness of the Bible.

For in Holy Scripture He is shewn to stand essen-
tially in some ineffable yet real connection with all finite
being. In Him, and through Him, and unto Him were
all things made. - He is the * first-born,” “ the beginning ”
of all creation.

The Incarnation is commonly made to depend upon
the Fall. And the whole tenor of revelation, as I con-
ceive, leads us to regard the Incarnation as inherently
involved in the Creation.

God’s image was given to man that he might gain
God’s likeness.

The marvel is that the purpose of creation was wrought
out in spite of that wilful self-assertion of the creature
which might have seemed to have fatally thwarted it.

We gaze for an instant on the Majesty within the
veil that we may go forth again into the world, # our
work and to our labour, and still bear about with us
the strong assurance that the powers of the heavenly
order are placed within our reach ; that above the clouds
and darkness which beset our path He is throned Who
has borne our nature to the right hand of God ; that iz
many parts and in many fashions, through sufferings and
chastisements, the Divine purpose is being fulfilled ; that
behind the veils of sense, which perplex and distract us,
burns the serene glory of the Divine Presence; that
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beyond the spectacle of failures and conflicts which flow
from selfishness, glows the prospect of a holy unity passing
knowledge,—a holy unity which shall hereafter crown and
fulfil creation as one revelation of Infinite Love when the
Father’s will is accomplished, and He has summed up
all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the
things upon earth.

The Encavnation and the Fall

EVERY one recognises in himself the two conflicting
truths which are expressed in the narrative of the Fall:
the power of evil and the prerogative of personal responsi-
bility.

There is, we feel, a “baseness in our blood,” and we
feel also that we have embodied the corruption “by our
fault, by our own fault, by our own great fault.”

The tendency, indeed, is our inheritance, but we have
made the issues our own by deed, we are actually, and
we know ourselves to be, guilty, enthralled, alienated
from God.

-

We look around us, and we see the double sentence
of our own consciences written on a larger scale in the
crimes and judgments of classes and nations, in the deeds
of selfish violence which betray a common taint, and in
the clear, unquestioning appeal of suffering souls to the
majesty of a violated law.

Man did not lose the image of God by the Fall. His
essential nature still remained capable of union with
God, but it was burdened and hampered. The Word,
therefore, could still become flesh, but if He was pleased
to realise this fellowship of the Divine and human, He
took to Himself, naturally, humanity with its immeasur-
able obligations, life with its untold temptations and
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sorrows. But some one will say, “How can another’s
suffering avail for my offence?” Here the apprehension
of social unity is most fertile in suggestion. Fifty years
ago the term “solidarity,” and the idea which it conveys,
were alike strange and unknown. We had not appre-
hended in any living way that we are, as St. Paul says,
literally members one of another, as men and nations. We
are beginning to understand that in the unity of the body
it is possible for one member to take away the infirmity
and disease of another by taking them to himself.

We are coming to understand why the human instinct
has always rejoiced in the stories of uncalculating self-
devotion which brighten the annals of every people:
why our hearts respond to the words of a Chinese king,
contemporary with Jacob, whosaid to his people : “ When
guilt is found anywhere in you who occupy the myriad
regions, let it rest on me the One man ;” and faithful to his
prayer said again, when a human victim was demanded
to avert a drought: “If a man must be the victim, I will
be he:” why we do not think lives wasted which are
offered in heroic prodigality to witness to a great principle:
why the blood of the martyrs is indeed seed, not idly
spilt upon the ground, but made the vital source of
a teeming harvest : we are coming to understand, in a
word, what is the true meaning of that phrase ¢ vicarious
suffering ¥ which has brought at other times sad perplexity
to anxious minds; how it excludes everything that is
arbitrary, fictitious, unnatural, external in human re-
lationships : how it expresses the highest energy of love,
which takes a friend’s sorrows into the loving heart, and
taking them by God’s grace transfigures them, satisfying
every claim of righteousness, justifying every instinct of
hope, quickening the spirit of self-surrender, offering
within the sphere of common life a faint image of forgive-
ness, of redemption, of reconciliation.
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We cannot, if we would, gain our happiness alone :
we cannot be saved alone.

There is a wonderful Indian legend which tells how
a Buddhist saint had reached by successive lines of
sacrifice the stage next to NirvAna. At that point he
could by one effort of will obtain for himself eternal and
untroubled calm. But when the decision had to be
made he set aside the tempting prize, and chose rather
to live again in the world while conflict could bear fruit.
“Not,” he said, “till the last soul on every earth and in
every hell has found peace can I enter on my rest.”

Do we not feel the Christain truth which is enshrined
in the splendid story?

The Incarnation and Rature

IN revelation, no less than in science, man is the
representative of Creation who gathers up into himself
and combines in the most perfect form the various
manifestations of life and being which are seen dispersed
tentatively, as it were, through other orders.

Mr. Herbert Spencer writes : “ Scientific progress is a
gradual transfiguration of Nature. The conception to
which the explorer of Nature tends is much less of a
Universe of dead matter than that of a Universe every-
where alive.” Such a calm summary of the latest results
of unbiassed research helps us to understand the words
of St. Paul in which he tells us that #ze carnest expecta-
tion of the Creation waileth for the revealing of the sons of
God. . . . For we know that the whole Creation groaneth
and travaileth in pain together until now : words which
distinctly lay down the dependence of Creation upon
man, both in his fall and in his restoration.

The sympathy of Nature with man is written on the
first page of the Bible and on the last. In the spiritual
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history of Genesis the earth is said to have been cursed
for man’s sake. In the spiritual vision of the Apocalypse
new heavens and a new earth are prepared for redeemed
humanity.

It would be easy to shew that, if according to the
beautiful Greek fancy, the clay of which man . was
moulded was moistened not with water but with tears,
every strain of natural music dies away into a dirge: easy
to paint the ashy tint of death which follows the glow of
burning purple on the mountain-side when the sun has
set: easy to round all in gloom, if we pause in our
first experience. But we may not pause here.

St. Paul recognises the deep voice of grief in the
Creation, but he does not rest in it. Z%e whole Creation,
he says, groanceth and travaileth together until now. The
sorrow is unto joy at last. Out of that which appears
to us to be a confused struggle shall come a new and
more perfect life. The pains which we witness are the
very conditions of the birth of the new order.

Let the thought of the Incarnation come in, the
thought that it was the Father’s good pleasure from the
first to rear through the ages a living shrine for His
Word which became conscious in man, and every token
of inner and manifold life in a/l things in heaven and
upon the earth assumes a fresh significance.

The progress of the past is the sign and not the
measure of that which shall be when the glory of the
sons of God shall be reflected by the scene of their
finished labour ; or rather when we with pure and opened
eyes shall see the world as God made it.

O world, as God has made it | All is beauty :

And knowing this is love, and love is duty.
What further may be sought for, or declared?
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Not one secret won from Nature by unconscious
interpreters of the Divine will, not one fact shewn to have
been realised in history by the students of human progress,
not one cry of penitence, or one aspiration of faith, which
rises from the solitary soul, fails to find a place in the
majestic range of the Gospel of the Word made flesh,—
fails, if we look aright, to shew it in more sovereign

grace.

We are tempted to say “ The will of God will be ful-
filled. What can we do?” True, most true. The
execution of the will of God does not depend upon
our endeavour. But O the difference for each one of
us if we behold it, if we enter into it, if, in our poor
measure, we make it our own, if we offer ourselves
without reserve for its service. And so the truth of the
Incarnation reaches to the innermost recesses of the
single life. '

The IEncavnation andy Life

FOR the noblest truths are not given us for an in-
tellectual luxury, still less for a moral opiate or a spiritual
charm.

They are for the inspiration of our whole being, for
the hallowing and for the bracing of every power, outward
and inward, with which we are endowed, for use in the
busy fields of common duty.

If there were found in Christ one trait which belonged
to some transitory phase of human growth, to a sect, a
class, a nation, an age, if there were wanting in Him one
characteristic which belongs to the essence of humanity ;
one virtue which is the peculiar glory of man or woman ;
we might then look for another to fulfil the higher type
which we should be able to imagine. But as it is, there
is nothing which we can remove from His portraiture,
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nothing which we can add to it, without marring the ideal
in which each soul can find the satisfaction of every desire
that it would lay open in the light of heaven.

We gain no relief from labour by lowering our stand-
ard. We do not rid ourselves of enigmas by abridging
our hopes.

We cast away the Faith; and what then? The
sufferings of earth remain, but they are emptied of their
redemptive potency.

.

Digciplined Life—A Call

WE live commonly at random, without plan, without
discipline. We trust to an uncultivated notion of duty
for an improvised solution of unforeseen difficulties. .

It is as though while “pilgrims and strangers” we
cared to learn nothing of the region which we must
traverse : as though while ¢ soldiers of Christ ” we awaited
blindly the attack of an unknown enemy: as though
while “fellow-workers with God” we were content to
use no training for the fulfilment of our part of His
designs.

The East has done her ascetic work : the Romanic
nations of Europe have done their ascetic work: it
remains for the Saxon race to do their ascetic work,
nobler, vaster, richer than any which has gone before.

There is, indeed, much in the earlier forms of asceti-
cism which appears unnatural and repulsive now, simply
because they were adapted to achieve a special work,
not for our age, or race, or country.

But you must look in each case at the principle and
not at the system,
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The system is transitory while the principle is eternal.

The Stoic counselled suicide as the remedy for over-
whelming evil : the Christian found the remedy in the
creation of a new life of the soul out of the completest
subjection of the body.

Anthony and Benedict

WEe may despise from our position the rude and fierce
simplicity of Anthony’s devotion, but the two great
representatives of the East and West witness to his
immediate power. Athanasius, his biographer, counts
it among his chief glories that he had been allowed to
minister to the saint. Augustine was_inspired by the
study of his life when he heard the words that decided
him to become a Christian.

Anthony shewed the foundation of individual freedom
in self-conquest: Benedict shewed the foundation of
social freedom in self-surrender. It may seem a paradox,
but all experience teaches us that perfect obedience coin-
cides with perfect liberty, and that he is strongest who
seeks not to do his own will, but the will of Him that
sent him. To forget or dissemble the work which was
achieved for us by the brethren of Benedict, is not
only to mutilate history, but to impoverish the springs
of our spiritual strength. We owe to them nearly all
that remains of the literature of Rome. We owe to
them our English Christianity. We owe to them our
greatest Churches and Cathedrals. We owe to them
no small share of our national liberties. Their corrup-
tion came, not because they clung to their principle, but
because they abandoned it; and no later failure can
obliterate the debt which is due to their early heroism
and love.
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Our Need of Agcetic Mebotion

THE unparalleled achievements of the Jesuits, always
imperfect and often disastrous, shew no less clearly
than the purer victories of which we claim to be heirs
what can be done by faith, by devotion, by discipline.

History teaches us that social evils must be met by
social organisation. A life of absolute and calculated
sacrifice is a spring of immeasurable power. In the past
it has worked marvels, and there is nothing to prove
that its virtue is exhausted.

God has blessed the spirit of ascetic devotion, and no
less clearly has He shewn that it must not be confined to
one form. One type after another has lost its vitality
when its work has been accomplished.

It is clear, indeed, that that which is specially suited
to one order of things must so far necessarily be unsuited
to another. And thus nothing from old times will meet
our exigencies.

We want a rule which shall answer to the complexity
of our own age. We want a discipline which shall
combine the sovereignty of soul of Anthony, the social
devotion of Benedict, the humble love of Francis, the
matchless energy of the Jesuits, with faith that fears no
trial, with hope that fears no darkness, with truth that
fears no light.

“There is,” says Lamennais, ‘“nothing fruitful but
sacrifice.” But whether Christ offers you this prerogative
of sacrifice, or leaves to you the calmer offices of
common duty, at least be sure, from the examples of the
saints, that life is not easy.
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Digcipliney Life—A Suggestion

LUXURY is no longer one of the natural consequences
of privilege, or culture, or birth, but is a common object
offered to open competition.

Itis an exp;ession of wealth ; and fortune, as we are
often reminded with a most sad complacency, is now
within the reach of every man.

Each rank affects the mode of life of that which is
immediately above it ; and the connection between the
two is still more closely knit by individuals who pass
from the one to the other.

The spirit of luxury with which we have to deal is
socially universal and levelling, morally depressing and
disorganising.

The Family the teue Bnit of Society

A RULE constructed with the individual for the unit
can never -satisfy the mature wants of humanity. The
true unit of society is the family, and not the man.

If we wish to be faithful to the teaching of self-
sacrifice which our fathers have bequeathed to us, we
must carry it forward to some completer shape.

If we wish to do our own work we must use our
examples, not as copies, but as stimulants to exertion,
and as pledges of hope.

Nothing is more significant in later history than the
persistent recurrence of attempts to deal with the growing
evils of life by social organisation.
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The family offers the only complete pattern of life :
all other groupings of men or women must in them-
selves be imperfect, and partial in their influence, though,
in dependence on that, they can fulfil offices of inestim-
able importance.

It presents in the most powerful and natural form the
relations of essential authority and subordination, and
lays the basis of a graduated society.

Celibate forms of life cannot be offered for general
acceptance. On the contrary, they sanction most in-
juriously the definite recognition of manifold standards
of Christian duty.

Thus while they are calculated to act with concen-
trated power on any special point, they are essentially
unfitted to elevate the whole form of social life by the
exhibition of a pattern in which its ordinary temptations
are seen to be met and overcome.

And this defect of celibate rules is the more serious
now, when the disorders of society spring for the most
part from the disregard of the laws which the family can
best interpret ; when extravagance and display descend
from class to class with a fatal and accelerated speed ;
when it seems impossible, except by isolation, to modify
or even to avoid the sway of fashion which yet finds few
open defenders.

TWhat might be done by an Organisation of Families

IN all these respects it is easy to see how an organisa-
tion of families might place openly before all a noble
type of domestic life; not so costly as to be beyond
the aspirations of the poor; not so sordid as to be
destructive of simple refinement ; strong by the expres-
sion of sympathy ; expansive by the force of example.




DISCIPLINED LIFE—A SUGGESTION 255

One of our most urgent needs is to realise the
existence of permanent differences between men as the
foundation of the divine government of the world.

However much a celibate rule may intensify special
powers, it sacrifices sympathies, feelings, faculties, which
may be disciplined, and which must play an important
part in the general life of men.

The cloistral character, as such, is beset with inevitable
weaknesses and imperfections.

In the family there can be no danger of such inherent
incompleteness : in that there must be constant move-
ment, conflict, growth.

No one who has not tried, however feebly and im-
perfectly, the efficacy of systematised religious exercises
in the midst of busy occupation, can judge how they
tend to concentrate, intensify, increase power.

It is obvious, to suggest no other consideration, what
it must be to pause from painful endeavours, and for a
few moments to lie open and receptive, as it were, before
the source of all strength and knowledge and love.

There are few among us who do not sadly regret that
they cannot enjoy the lessons of genial courtesy, of tender
forbearance, of large sympathy, which society can best
teach, because they are unable or unwilling to pay the
material price exacted from them.

The present waste of the educational power of women
is one of the saddest and most fruitful of evils.

Nothing, I believe, is more unjust than to call the
spirit of modern English thought irreligious. On the
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contrary, even in its scepticism it clings to religion.
There never was a time when men have had a keener
sense of what religion ought to be and do. There never
was a time when the demands upon religion were greater.

It is assumed, and assumed rightly, that if it be real,
if it be human, it will control and discipline the outward
conduct of men; that it will welcome and harmonise
every fact which represents, at least to us, some one
detail of the Divine action ; that it will unite and employ
in social service the manifold powers of every individual.
And when it is seen that the Christian society—for the
individual Christian life must for the most part be hidden
—does not, as such, stand in the van of moral and
spiritual progress, doubts arise whether the Christian faith
is adequate to meet the requirements of a later age.
Such a deduction is not unnatural, The fault lies with
us if it remains unrefuted.

Digeipliney Life—An Opportunity

WE shall all confess that the general estimate and
use and distribution of material wealth present the
saddest problems for our thought, not fearing to main-
tain that the abundance of the rich is as perilous to the
purity and grace of life as the indigence of the poor.

We shall all confess that as believers we proclaim
that the highest life is not for the few, for a class, but
for all for whom Christ died; and therefore that every
circumstance which hinders this issue is an evil against
which we must contend to the uttermost.

There are on every side tokens of noble self-denial and
labour, but efforts which are isolated fail of their full
effect. The levelling, depressing, disorganising power
of modern luxury neutralises their influence.

We require, therefore, something which shall strike
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the imagination; which shall shew the breadth and
grandeur of the Faith ; which shall continue and consoli-
date the impulses to sacrifice that are lost in unobserved
diffusion ; which shall make it clear that as Christians
we do indeed believe, and live as believing, that the
toiler with scanty means has within his reach all that
makes life worth living. '

Laws are inoperative where they do not answer to
dominant opinion. Even at the best they can only
restrain and not inspire.

The energy which stirs a nation must come from the
spirit and not from the letter. It must be the result not
of constraint, but of a spontaneous offering.

Those whom no personal necessity forces “to live
laborious days” can alone display in unquestioned
supremacy the energy of self-forgetful ministering love.

The purifying and ennobling of familyrelations includes
in essence all that is required for the stable adjustment
of the larger relations of national life.

No celibate organisation can reach the evils from which
we suffer, or furnish a pattern for general acceptance.

All experience tends to shew that an abiding, a pro-
gressive morality must be inspired by theology.

I know that there is about us the deep swelling of a
noble discontent ready to sweep away much that mars
the surface of society. I know that there are aspirations
after generous service in those for whom the choice of
duty is yet open, which need only to be confessed and
concentrated that they may become a trumpet-call of
quickening enthusiasm.

I know that there is beneath the frivolous shows of
fashion and the misleading irony of untried natures a
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true and touching sense of the infinite issues of conduct,
of the awful swiftness of opportunity, of the invigorating
“blessing of great cares” among those to whom God
has given great endowments of wealth and station and
mind, that they may render to Him more costly offerings.

Life Congecrated by the Ascension

CHRISTMAS is the festival of the family, for then
Christ, by being born, hallowed all the ties of home.

Easter is the festival of the Church, for then Christ,
by the victory over death, established a spiritual power
among men invincible for ever.

Ascension-tide is the festival of the race, for then
Christ, by raising all that belongs to the perfection of
humanity to heaven, gave us a glorious sign of our true
destiny as men.

If we enter into the spirit of Ascension-day, we shall
be enabled to realise practically that Christian life is
essentially one. Over all the hands of Christ are raised
to bless.

We are always tempted to break up life into little
fractions ; to separate routine and effort; to contrast
secular and spiritual ; to assign this part to the duties
of the world, and that to the service of God. But such
a division is faithless and vain. As the body is one, so
also is the life.

Physical health is the harmonious action of every
member according to its proper law, and religion is the
true health of our whole being.

If we once see that it is in the silent, unnumbered,
unnoticed trivialities (as they seem) of daily business
that character is formed which in due time a crisis will
reveal : then already something of a divine harmony is
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re-established among the elements which sin has dis-
ordered.

Whatever is inchoate, imperfect, discordant, becomes
a sign of that fuller being into which all our efforts and
all our achievements are destined to pass.

That only which is wholly of the earth can find its
satisfaction on earth; all which belongs essentially to
some vaster whole must as yet bear about with it the
marks of incompleteness, and to our eyes the appearance
of failure.

The weaknesses, the littlenesses, the incoherences of
daily life, so long as they are felt and struggled with,
are evidences of a victory yet to come. They bear
witness to us that we cannot rest till we rise to the level
of Him in whom we live. They never cease to teach us
that the end to which we are called is not now or here.

The same spirit which leads us to isolate parts of our
life as alone religious, leads us also to construct one type
of religious work, so that all action which does not fall
within this narrow boundary is left out of account.

Those whom Christ sent, as the Father sent Him,
fulfilled their commission not after one patteyn but after
many.

-Even in that first outburst of renovated life each
believer worked according to his natural gifts. One
ministered, another preached, another wrote: one
satisfied an immediate want, another laid up treasures
for a later time. Every form of service was hallowed,
because all were rendered to God. And this is the
image of Christian activity which we are at present called
to imitate according to the measure of our power.

If we were all alike in our highest attributes, if
religion were in all the same exercise of the same gifts,
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then the defection of one or another would make little
difference to the general result; but if, as we see it
must be, the faithlessness of one subtracts from the
whole that which no other can supply, all is changed;
we feel at once the overwhelming majesty of life even in
its ultimate details.

Many Gifts—One Spirit

THERE is something very sublime and at the same
time very awful in the thought of the marvellous com-
plexity of our modern life, even in its outward aspects ;
and if we penetrate below the surface and come to feel
that the same law holds in the spiritual as in the
material relations of men, we shall readily acknowledge
that we are in the presence of a truth which it concerns
us most nearly to apprehend as far as we can do so.

If religion be the most complete harmony of life with
the seen and the unseen, the modes in which it will be
embodied will vary with the varying modes of life.

All the causes which tend to stereotype or separate
or narrow our lives, tend equally to stereotype and
separate and narrow our religion.

And if, on the other hand, we see that by the counsel
of the Divine Love the highest forms of earthly good
spring from the co-operation of the most diverse
elements, so we believe is it also in religion.

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
There is an essential difference in all lives, and there is
in them also, by the gift of God, an essential unity.

The law of progressive variety is forced upon us by
all the conditions under which we act and think.

It is called into play equally by the natural endow-
ments with which we are born, and by the circumstances
under which we use our powers.
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It is the spring of all that is most impressive in
national character: it is the spring of all that is most
energetic in personal influence.

A great people stamps the history of the world with
the impress of its special traits,

A great man sways his fellows by the gifts through
which he differs from them.

There is nothing from which a true patriot would
shrink more than from the endeavour to obliterate the
marks which represent in his countrymen all the issues
of the past, They may be transformed, ennobled, trans- .
figured, but in them lies the pledge that the nation has
still something to do for the race.

Remove the difference, slender it may be, by which
citizen is distinguished from citizen, and something is
lost to-the fulness of the body which nothing can
replace.

External equality is uniform degradation.

But while this principle is acknowledged unhesitatingly
in social and political life, we do not commonly apply it
to religious life. Religion is regarded as something
abstract, uniform, colourless. Here it is supposed that
the rich variety of function which marks the develop-

- ment of man finds no place. He is wnclothed, to use St.

Paul’s image, and not clothed wupon, that so he may
fulfil his highest work.

We suddenly abandon the law which has guided the
magnificent growth of life when it approaches its last
fulfilment.

We trust to no generous spontaneity when we come
as sons to our heavenly Father. We painfully mould
and repress ourselves after one fashion; and enemies
say, not without the semblance of excuse, that our
religion looks traditional, formal, dead, powerless to
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claim all human interests for its domain, all human
faculties for-its instruments. .

And still if we reflect that what we are called upon to
offer to God is nothing less than ourselves, our souls and
bodies, it must at once ‘be seen that in that gerfect, koly,
living sacrifice is included every element of character,
of endowment, of circumstance, by which each one of
us is made to differ from others.

Other offices may appear to us to be more fruitful
than our own: we may wish for an ampler field on
which to shew the devotion which we sincerely feel :
our time, we may argue, is so engrossed by necessary
routine that all nobler aspirations are dulled.

But if followed to their spring such thoughts come
simply from faithlessness and impatience.

The results of silent service, of complete self-surrender,
of patient trust, cannot be measured by our present ex-
perience. They survive us on earth, and they follow
us before the very throne of God.

We work each in our own way with untiring and
truthful effort, and because we do so, a higher unity is
possible. There can be no unity in an aggregate of
atoms.

Our diversity of gifts is reconciled in one supreme
destination.

Our religion finds its true expression in the consecra-
tion of our special gifts.

All our natural endowments, all our personal histories,
all our contrasted circumstances, are so many oppor-
tunities for peculiar work,

We are all different, and therefore we may be one.
We are all united in Christ, and therefore, unless we be
unfaithful, we mus? be one.
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The Gogpel of Christ’s Meath any Wesurrection

IN the Gospel, as the Apostle calls it, of Christ’s Death
and Christ’s Resurrection we stand ; by that we are saved.
It accompanies us from the beginning of our lives to the
end. It is the voice which welcomes the unconscious
infant to his Saviour’s love: it is the voice which
commits the unconscious dead to his Maker’s keeping.

The message of the Resurrection which the apostles
were charged to proclaim has lost none of its significance,
but we, I think, perplexed by the necessary growth of
later thoughts, are often in danger of missing the
grandeur of its simple outline,

At least the unnatural barriers of separation which
we all fix in various degrees between parts of our duties
and our pleasures : the conventional banishment of our
highest desires from ordinary intercourse: the unreal
triviality which first veils and then smothers passionate
longings for sympathy : the sense of weakness which drives
us in upon ourselves : the sense of weariness which forces
us again to frivolity ; shew that we have not yet fully
learnt the lessons which it can teach, or the strength
which it can give; for the faith in the Resurrection
can harmonise life : can inspire life : can transform life.

There is about us on every side, in the midst of much
that is simply ostentatious and false and selfish, a restless
striving for the truth, a stern impatience of hypocrisy, an
eager desire to do something to raise the masses of men
to their proper dignity. And in the meantime popular
religion seems to stand aside from these great stirrings of
national life. Adversaries even venture to urge that
Christianity s, at least in certain aspects, hostile to truth,
to sincerity, to freedom. The sphere of its action and
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its hopes is said to be transferred by tacit consent to a
remote region, inaccessible even to the imagination.

So true it is that at first we neglect our gifts, and
then we deny them.

Our first prayer teaches us to ask not that we may be
transferred into the kingdom of God, but that the king-
dom of God may come among us.

We are placed, as it were, in the presence of a veiled
glory. The practised eye can habitually pierce beneath
the covering, and even we of duller vision come to feel,
first perhaps in seasons of darkness, the reality of its
effulgence.

In a word, heaven is not for us so much a “yonder”
towards which we have to move, as a ‘“here” which we
have to realise.

If we try to form a distinct conception of what we
call vaguely our soul, we shall find that we include in the
idea all the details of circumstance and action and feeling
and thought which go to make up that which we feel to
be ourselves. :

We know each how, as life goes on, its stream grows
stained and turbid. Dark memories from distant years
come unbidden and mingle with its current. We cannot
stay the source once opened.

And for the infinite future, is there then no release,
no restoration, no purifying power? Must we for ever
carry with us not only the impress of the past, but that
ever-springing fount of sorrow, if not of sin, which lies in
the bitter recollection of good neglected or of evil done?

The answer comes to us from the Cross and from the
sepulchre.  Beloved now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we know that,
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when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for we shall
see Him as He is. The open vision of God in Christ
will then transform us into His image.

By that the most amazing miracle of Divine love and
Divine power will be consummated, the complete for-
giveness of sin crowned by the transfiguration of the
sinner.

To make of life one harmonious whole, to realise the
invisible, to anticipate the transfiguring majesty of the
Divine Presence, is all that is worth living for.

Death, after earthly duty, loyally, humbly, patiently
fulfilled, is not the end but the beginning of life.

Bocial Aspects of Christianity—the Founvation

I DO not think that our real controversies in the
immediate future are likely to be speculative : they
threaten to be terribly practical. Behind the disputes of
words, the abstract reasonings about the Being of God
or the constitution of man, which occupy a large place
even inpopular literature, lie the fundamental questionings
of social duty. What is the basis and measure of our
mutual obligations? What is the source of our weakness
and of our strength? What is or ought to be our aim,
our ideal, as men living human lives? What, in other
words, is the foundation on which a kingdom of God can
be built, and how can we do our part in hastening its
establishment ?

The answers to such questions as these are, I believe,
to be found—to be found only as they always have been
found since the first age—in the Christian life answering
to the Christian Faith.
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But, I repeat, they are to be found. They are not
permanent and uniform. They are not ready for our
use without effort. They must be sought for, shaped,
realised. They must answer to our time, our education,
our place in the order of the world.

If it be said that the problems which the coming
generation will have to face, problems of wealth and
poverty, of luxury and want, of capital and labour, of popu-
lation, of class, of national responsibility, of peace and
war, are to be solved irrespectively of the Faith, I can
only reply that if I am a Christian I must bring every
interest and every difficulty of man within the range of
my religion.

When we look to Christ’s Birth and Death and
Resurrection, are we not constrained to confess sadly that
we have in Him a revelation which has not yet found that
social expression which sooner or later it must find ?

As Christians we are not left as other men to quicken
our impulses by noble abstractions or splendid guesses.

As Christians we are not constrained as other men to
acquiesce in the presence of unconquerable suffering. As
Christians we are not condemned as other men to gaze
with stern resignation upon the spectacle of lost good.

On us the duty is laid of shewing openly to the
world that our one Foundation is able to support the
fabric which answers to the present needs of society,
that it marks out lines of enduring effort, that it gives
unity to the varied strivings of all who are looking towards
the dawn.

Our relationship one to another does not depend on
any remote descent: it is not perilled by any possible
discovery as to the origin or the antiquity of man:
it is not measured by the course of days and years: it is
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not closed by death. The brotherhood of men seen in
Christ is a question not of genealogy but of being. It
rests upon the present and abiding fatherhood of God,
Who in His Son has taken our common nature to
Himself,

The mystery of forgiveness is unveiled to us, as far
as our sight can look at it, in the fact of a Redemption
answering to the fact of a Fall, in death endured and
death overcome.

For the rest it is enough for us to know that an
enemy hath done this which covers the earth with gloom,
and that One stronger than he hath spoiled him. It is
enough for us to know that evil is foreign and
intrusive, and therefore conquerable.

The Family

WE feel at each moment that we are responsible,
responsible for the past which we recall and for the future
to which we look forward. And at the same time we
recognise that we are dependent on our descent and on
our environment, limited both in action and in thought
by laws which we cannot evade.

Further reflection opens the vision of an underlying
harmony between these conflicting experiences. We
come to see that the completest conception which we
can’ form of moral freedom is_the willing fulfilment of
the absolute law of our existence. He is free, he alone
is free, who discerns the end and the method of his
being, and follows with glad obedience the course which
he finds marked out for him.

Each fragment of the great order in which we are
placed brightens and grows more glorious as we study
it; and if we offer ourselves to the influence of that
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divine teaching which is for the moment within our
reach, we shall stand in a right attitude towards the un-
discovered sum of heavenly mysteries by which we are
surrounded on all sides.

We are not made to live alone.

Even our communion with God must be through the
fulness of life. There may be times when hermit-isola-
tion becomes a duty, as it may be a duty to cut off the
right hand, or to pluck out the right eye, but it exhibits
a mutilation and not an ideal of life.

All anarchy and half the social errors by which we
are troubled spring from placing the individual, the self,
at the centre of all things. ’

No view can be more flagrantly false. It is im-
possible to resolve the world into a multitude of isolated
men.

It is impossible to picture in imagination even one
isolated man. A man who had grown up alone would
not be a man. When we come into being we are sons.
When we first begin to act we have been necessarily in
some degree disciplined and educated. To the last
what we have inherited immeasurably outweighs what we
have acquired.

Man, in a word, is made by and made for fellowship.
The Family and not the individual is the unit of man-
kind. This fact is the foundation of human life to which
we must look for the broad lines of its harmonious
structure.

In the Family, as has been nobly said, /iving for
othérs becomes the strict corollary of the patent fact that
we Jive by others.

In the Family we learn to set aside the conception of
right, and to place in its stead the conception of duty,
which alone can give stable peace to peoples or to men.
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So it is that the popular estimate of the Family is an
infallible criterion of the state of society.

Heroes cannot save a country where the idea of the
Family is degraded ; and strong battalions are of no avail
against homes guarded by faith and reverence and love.

Classical history is a commentary on this truth. The
national life of Greece lasted barely for three generations,
in spite of the undying glory of its literature and the
unrivalled triumphs of its art, because there the Family
fell from its proper place. A constitution and laws
reared on a lofty estimate of the Family gave Rome the
sovereignty of the world. And more than this: Roman
legislation, which was based on the Family institutions of
the old Republic, survived the dissolution of the Empire,
and after more than two thousand years is still powerful
in the civil courts of Europe.

Man or woman alone represents only half of the
powers and capacities and feelings of humanity. And
no real approach can be made to the consummation of
our common nature by any attempt on the part of woman
to cultivate these elements in it which are characteristic
of man, or on the part of man to make his own that
which is truly womanly.

Such attempts only impoverish the race. Nothing
less than the union of man and woman in their de-
veloped diversity gives us the image of a perfect human
being, and raises our thoughts to a higher existence than
that of our divided personalities.

The husband grows more manly, the wife grows more
womanly, as they realise each in the other the possession
of that which they severally need, and yet cannot provide
from within themselves.

If trust be incomplete, Marriage, we know, cannot
have its perfect work. If trust be broken, Marriage
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perishes. But, by interchange of thought and hope and
prayer, in Marriage trust ripens into faith. And that
faith, carried out into the world, is the secret of the
blessedness of life.

Marriage, in a word, is the divine pattern and ground
of human communion, the original sacrament of com-
pleted manhood.

Fatherhood is the pattern or the original sacrament
of authority : sonship, of reverence and obedience.

The lesson of Fatherhood passes at once within the
Family to the connection of masters and servants, which
cannot with impunity be degraded into a mere bargain,
and which may be ennobled by real sympathy.

It passes on without to the connection of employer
and workman, which ceases, I cannot but say, to be
human if it is made to mean only so much labour for so
much money.

It passes to the connection of owner and occupier,
which cannot be stable if an inherited right is supposed
to dispense with present duties.

It passes to the connection of government and citizen,
which is simply a compact of limited slavery unless we
recognise above us that which we may modify but which
we cannot make, a manifestation of eternal authority
which we are born to treat with loyal reverence. ’

The ties of blood may be dissembled, disregarded,
disgraced, but they cannot be destroyed. ¢ Brothers are
brothers evermore.”

The sense of equality which home blesses is most
perfect, not when we make the claim to receive the
payment of a debt owed, but when we feel the power to
pay a debt acknowledged.

The idea of Brotherhood reveals to us the great
depths of our being in which we are all equal. It
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enables us to claim and to realise a fellowship with those
who are separated from us. It gives hope under the
consciousness of the fragmentariness of our individual
work. It keeps fresh the generous impulses which bind
kinsmen together though scattered through distant lands.
It tends to counteract that spirit of isolating competition
which is eating away the old repose and nobility of
English life.

Thanks be to God the teaching of the family is still

left to us in England rich in gracious lessons of authority

and reverence and service. The ties of the Family are
still held sacred by popular sentiment. So may we
study them while there is yet time, study them in the
light of God’s presence, and we shall need no other
school of social duty. May we by the Spirit’s help
labour to fulfil them, and we shall need no other
preparation for the greater offices of life, no other pledge
that for these also the Fatker from Whom every Family
in heaven and earth is named will give us the strength
which we need.

The Nation
ALL attempts to explain the continuance of states by

- the necessities of individual protection and convenience

leave out of account the social instincts which are not
less real, if at first they are less prevailing, than
personal instincts.

The generating, the sustaining force of states is not
material but spiritual

The soul at its noblest is the witness to its destiny.

We are born and live, and we feel that we are born
and live, not for ourselves only, not for our families only,
but for all about us.

The poet and the legislator, the statesman and the
evangelist, achieve their work by interpreting and not
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by creating thoughts in many hearts. The humblest
human experience goes to form the oracle of the prophet.

These four, if we will but listen to their voice—
language, law, government, religion—remind us at every
moment of a larger being in which we share and to
which we may minister.

We cannot, if we would, start afresh from our simple
manhood. Our national characteristics surround us with
an atmosphere equally subtle and pervading. What we
are and what we can be has been determined for us by
our English ancestors. They have stored up for our ready
use, by toil and thrift, by insight and love, material and
spiritual treasures which no one generation could amass.

They have, in a word, transmitted to us their life;
and this life is the heritage not of a party, or of a class,
but of all ; and all have entered upon it.

Two occasions, now in the distant past, rise before
me still with unchangeable freshness, when every
Englishman, I believe, rejoiced to know even through
anxiety and sorrow that the nation was still one, one in
the maintenance of law, one in the devotion of loyalty.

Five and twenty years ago, when peace or war hung
upon the answer to a claim made as the deliberate
assertion of a legal right, the issue was awaited throughout
the empire with calm resolution; and when the claim
was yielded, not one expression of pride or selfishness
marred the thanksgiving for a bloodless victory.

Again, at a later time, when it seemed that the
succession of our royal line would be broken, the heart
of the whole people was moved as the heart of one man,
not for a son or a husband or a father only, but for a
prince, who was felt to represent to his people some-
thing far more than personal qualities, and to bind us
all, as no other could do, to a glorious past.
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That memorable season of suspense and deliverance
and grateful joy was, I cannot doubt, a crisis in the
history of our monarchy; and when I think of it my
thoughts go back not to the august ceremonial of a
nation’s thanksgiving at St. Paul’s, but to a plain white
cross in the churchyard at Sandringham, on which are
inscribed the words which tell the story of death and
life—*One is taken and another left,”—the servant taken
and remembered : the lord left'and not unmindful of the
awful presence in which he has been.

Surely this most touching and open confession of
equality reveals to us the secret of that

Sober freedom, out of whick there springs
Our loyal passion for our lemperate kings.

For such revelations of national life as these we may
well thank God.

There could be no true nation, even as there could
be no true family, without wide differences in power, in
fortune, in duty, among those who compose it. And the
aim of the Christian patriot will not be to obliterate these
differences, but to harmonise them in their ripe develop-
ment by shewing that they can minister to the vigour of
one life. He will strive not to confound class with class,
but to bind all classes together in their characteristic
distinctness by the consciousness of mutual service.

He will labour to establish everywhere the central
truth of morals, the central truth of faith, that man is
stronger and more blessed through sacrifice than through
self-assertion. He will seek to realise—last triumph of
noble souls—that the brightest crown of action is the
feeling of good done for which there is no reward.

Paid by the world, —'whal dost llum o-we
Me ? God might question: now A
*Tis God shall repayl Zam safer so.
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The nation again, no less than the family, is organised
and controlled by an inherent authority.  Through
whatever instruments the authority may be administered,
it is in itself not of man but of God. Authority is not
created but recognised even in a successful revolution.

Authority may be graced or obscured by the character
of him who wields it, but essentially it can receive no
glory and suffer no loss from man. St. Peter and St.
Paul, as we remember, honoured it in the tyrant Nero:
Christ Himself acknowledged it in the selfish Pilate.

There have been times when the sacredness of the
divine ordinance has been transferred to the person of
the sovereign; and now, on the other hand, we are
tempted to derive the sanction of the authority itself from
the character of the person who wields it.

But it is possible to avoid the falsehood of both
extremes. And the Christian patriot will keep the
divine and human elements in the ruler separate in
thought, while he prays ardently that they may be brought
into the truest unison. He will know, and he will help
others to know, that the stability of society is assured
when we believe that its structure is not wholly of earth.
He will rejoice to teach that reverence is the parent
of self-respect and dignity.

The Christian patriot will not tire in urging others to
confess in public, what home makes clear, that love
and not interest is alone able to explain and to guide
our conduct : that self-devotion and not self-assertion
is the spring of enduring and beneficent influence: that
each in his proper sphere—workman, capitalist, teacher
—is equally a servant of the state, feeding in his measure
that common life by which he lives: that work is not
measured but made possible by the wages rendered to
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the doer: that the feeling of class is healthy, like the
narrower affections of home, till it claims to be pre-
dominant : that we cannot dispense, except at the cost
of national impoverishment, with the peculiar and
independent services of numbers and of wealth and of
thought, which respectively embody and interpret the
present, the past, and the future: that we cannot isolate
ourselves as citizens any more than as men, and that
if we willingly offer to our country what we have, we
shall in turn share in the rich fulness of the life of all

The Vace

TRAINED by the happy discipline of our homes to
feel the need of fellowship, the grace of authority, the
joy of service, we soon recognise the divine lineaments
of the state. We perceive naturally how the life of this
larger body is sustained and purified and ennobled by the
forces which are first revealed in Marriage, in Fatherhood,
in Brotherhood. We gladly acknowledge that the forms
of political order are something more than convenient
provisions for the satisfaction of material needs.

But we cannot rest here. As the teaching of the
Family leads us to the idea of the Nation, so the
teaching of the Nation leads us while the ages go forward
to the idea of the Race. While the ages go forward:
for the old Roman had but one word for stranger and
enemy. The Greeks sharply separated from themselves.
all other peoples as essentially inferior. The Hebrews
alone of ancient peoples, in this respect true children
of Abraham, though in others the most exclusive of
all, provided from the first for the admission of strangers
to a full share in their most sacred privileges.

But none the less the experience of life gradually
leads men towards a larger communion. The sense of
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national friendships is slowly established between peoples
not unequally matched ; and still more slowly the strong
are inspired with regard for the rights of the weak. In
this way, little by little, the nations are brought to
realise that there is in the order of the world a sacred
fellowship between them as members of one Race.

We are tempted by the spirit of domination, by the
spirit of imitation, and by the spirit of affected indiffer-
ence ; and these three spirits must be effectually exorcised
before we can serve our Race, or indeed have any true
sense of its vital unity.

Our first impulse is to claim universal supremacy for
our own customs and opinions and forms of government :
to regard each variation from our own standards of
thought and action as the result of ignorance or degen-
eracy : to urge the adoption of our social institutions as
the remedy for evils in other lands: to press patriotism
into arrogant self-assertion.

But then a reaction follows. As our intercourse with
neighbouring peoples is increased we are struck by their
grace or their versatility or their vigour. At once all
that is strange in them grows attractive. We endeavour
to copy what is not natural to us, that we may gain
what we have learnt to admire.

We disguise and disparage our own tastes. We assume
habits which have not grown out of our circumstances.

We treat the characteristic results of our past training
as insular prejudices.

It soon, however, becomes clear that we cannot make
others like ourselves or make ourselves like others, and
so in our disappointment we aspire to be “citizens of
the world,” regarding with a lofty indifference the various
types of human life by which we are surrounded, using
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and discarding according to our convenience the fashion
of the hour, accepting without conviction and abandoning
without regret the customs of our neighbourhood, finding
nothing more precious or stable in the form of society
than in the many tints of earth-born clouds which veil
the immeasurable sky.

But here again we are disappointed. This temper
brings no satisfaction or rest: we find ourselves dwarfed
and chilled by the narrowing of our sympathies. We
are poorer, and we feel ourselves to be poorer, as men
in proportion as we have succeeded in our endeavours
after domination, imitation, indifference,

Happy are we if we confess that these self-willed
interpretations of the facts of the world are vain; for
then God opens #ke eyes of our hearts to see a little more
of His wider counsel : to see how the principles which
bring harmony to the life of the Nation, bring harmony
also to the life of the Race.

Such thoughts cannot but affect us as Englishmen
most deeply. England stands, as no other country
stands, in a threefold relation to great families of men.
She stands face to face with the most powerful empires
as their peer, bound to guard her heritage and to
commend to others by courage, by generosity, by self-
control, the blessings which she has received. She
stands face to face with the weakest tribes as their
sovereign, bound to protect, to foster, to develop human
forces which have not yet reached their full growth.

She stands yet again face to face with daughter-
peoples, jealous of their independence and loyal in
their affection, through whom, as their parent, she is
called to mould a new world to sober freedom, not by
rigid control, but by spiritual quickening.

Never has any nation received a charge of authority
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so farreaching and so complex. There is not a social
problem of the future of which the elements are not
included within its range.

A single nation, moved by one thought, could alter
the fortunes of the world. And, as has been said by one
not of us, “the power of love as the basis of a state has
not yet been tried.”

The true patriot seeks the highest good of his own
country, not at the cost of other countries, but through
their corresponding advance.

The Church

THE Church holds before us the end for which we
were made, even to become like God. It quickens
again the noblest thoughts of our hearts by the calm of
holydays, by the fellowship of solemn services, by the
silent eloquence of stately temples in which the dead
still living proclaim the victories of faith: it hallows
through the institution of the sacraments every object of
sense with something of a sacramental value as a sign of
unimaginable glory. It peoples the solitude of our
hearts with innumerable hosts of heavenly beings. It
makes the communion of saints the pledge of a life of
which sight is no measure and no test. It gives us,
when we look upon the vastness of the sea and the sky and
the mountains, instead of a vague feeling of mysterious
grandeur, a vision of the Presence of God.

No one will question that the Church of England
occupies a historical position which is without parallel.
It has borne with the nation the pressure of foreign
conquest and domestic revolution, and drawn breadth and
vigour from both.

It has received the treasures of alien thought and
experience, and vindicated its independence. It has
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never broken with the past, and yet it has put off the
accretions of age.

I confess that the Church of England has failed, if it
be failure to fall short of the ideal. The Church of
England has failed as Christianity itself has failed. It
has failed through the imperfection of the men who have
represented it. But it has not failed so as to abdicate its
charge.

We have forgotten that the Church is a Body in -
which an appropriate office belongs to every member ;
and so we have suffered grievously from a loss of power
and from a loss of mutual understanding.

We have suffered grievously from loss of power.
Those who are set to be teachers among us, who need
ample leisure for calm reading and high thinking, in
order that they may follow the swift currents of opinion,
have been overwhelmed with labours not their own,
with anxieties of finance, and with details of parish
organisation.

And those again who have a practical knowledge of
affairs, a wide influence in business, a rich endowment
of “saving common ‘sense,” have found no proper sphere
for the exercise of their gifts.

The Kinghom of Gov

IN every part of the New Testament, in every region
of early Christian labour, the teaching is the same. The
object of Redemption is set before us not simply as the
deliverance of individual souls, but as the establishment
of a Divine Society : the saving not only of men but of
the world, the hallowing of life, and not characteristically
the preparation for leaving it.

Morning and Evening we all pray in Christ’s own
words that “ Our Father’s Kingdom may come, on earth
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as in heaven”: that it may “come,” not that we may
be carried away to it far off, out of this stormy tumult
of common cares as to some tranquil haven of rest : that
it may come to us “on earth as in heaven.”

The Lord points forward, if I may gather up what I
would say in one sentence, to a transfiguration of human
society which corresponds to the Resurrection of the
individual.

Mevizbal Egorts: the Francigcans

F RANCIS of Assisi spoke in life, so that his work can
never cease to move. He built up, purified, ennobled
what he found, overcoming evil by the good. Through
Francis of Assisi the medizval efforts after the Kingdom of
God found their most characteristic embodiment. Bright,
joyous, enterprising, thoughtlessly lavish by nature, un-
trained in scholastic learning, instinct’ with poetic en-
thusiasm, Francis came to men simply as a man. He
knew but one pattern, the Lord Himself. He knew but
one lesson, the story of the Cross. He offered to the
simple outward faith of the middle ages a visible image
of love, of love to God and love to man. He brought
Christ out of the student’s cell into the wild and sordid
conflicts of life. He was, if I may so speak, a living
Imitatio Christi. He sought and touched the leper in
body or in soul. He took to him Poverty, or rather
Humanity bleeding from a thousand wounds “whom none
had chosen for his own since Christ Himself,” to cherish
to his life’s end with unfailing tenderness.

The power of the example soon made itself felt.
Francis drew to him a few followers, who found in the
new life the Gospel for which they looked, the Gospel
for the poor.

Francis, in answer to the prayer of eager inquirers,
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drew up a rule for men and women living in the world.
Those who subscribed it were bound to renounce all ill-
gotten gains; to abstain from aggressive war and litigation:
to observe the utmost simplicity in dress, intercourse, and
amusements: to give themselves according to their
opportunity to works of devotion : to meet for common
worship and almsgiving. By the institution of this
Third Order of the “brothers and sisters of penitence,”
as they were called, the work of Francis was consum-
mated. It seemed for a short space as if the Kingdom
of God were indeed about to be established on earth.
Then followed a swift decline.

Francis aimed at an ideal which neglected essential
facts of life. He sought to destroy individuality. He
disregarded also the divine office of nations for the race.

Yet once again the tender devotion of Francis to the
Lord’s manhood became the occasion of grievous error.
Everything that is compassionate in the character of the
Lord was separated from His sovereign righteousness,
and then these attributes of tender love were transferred
to His human Mother, who seemed to be more within
the reach of rude and simple minds. In this way a
system of Mariolatry was shaped with what consequence
they know. who are familiar with the popular religion
of modern Italy. Even Francis himself was set by
some in the place of the Lord. The evil spread far and
wide ; and many who hear me must have looked with
shuddering, as I have looked, on a picture at Brussels,
painted by Rubens for the Franciscan Church at Ghent,
in which Francis and the Mother of the Lord are
shielding the world from the thunderbolts which the
Divine Son is directing against it.

The order of Francis failed in its issue, and it is well to
take account of the causes of its failure ; but it is far more
welcome to mark the causes of its first splendid success.
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Movern Efforts: the Quakers

THE Jesuits and the Quakers both aimed at establish-
ing a Kingdom of God upon earth. They did this in
different ways, with different aims, and with different
results ; and they both failed.

The Quakers appear to me to express with the greatest
force and exclusiveness the new thought of the Refor-
mation, the thought of individuality. They give us in a
striking form one side of the Gospel, if one side only.

Fox judged that the words of God could not super-
sede the Word of God.

No religious order can point to services rendered to
humanity more unsullied by selfishness or nobler in
far-seeing wisdom.

William Penn was, I believe, the only colonist in
America who left his -settlement wholly unprotected by
fence or arms, and his settlement was the only one which
was unassailed by the Indian tribes.

Francis sacrificed the individual : Fox left wholly out
of account the powers of the larger life of the Church
and the race. For him the past was “a long and dis-
mal night of apostasy and darkness.” He had no eye
for the many parts and many fashions in which God is
pleased to work. He had no sense of the action of the
Holy Spirit through the great Body of Christ.

He had no thought of the weak and immature, for
whom earthly signs are the appropriate support of faith ;
no thought for the students of nature for whom they are
the hallowing of all life.

He disinherited the Christian society and he maimed
the Christian man.
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But he made clear beyond question the power of the
simplest spiritual appeal to the consciences of men. He
made clear beyond question the efficacy of a childlike
trust in the reality of a divine fellowship to cleanse the
rudest and coarsest life.

The principle of life fashions the organism, and sus-
tains it. No organism, however delicately constructed,
can summon to itself the principle of life.

Present Problems

WE are suffering on all sides, and we know that we
are suffering, from a tyrannical individualism. This
reveals itself in social life by the pursuit of personal
pleasure : in commercial life by the admission of the
principle of unlimited competition : in our theories of
life by the acceptance of material standards of prosperity
and progress.

The “great industries” have cheapened luxuries and
stimulated the passion for them. They have destroyed
the human fellowship of craftsman and chief. They
have degraded trade, in a large degree, into speculation.
They have deprived labour of its thoughtful freedom and
turned men into “hands.” They have given capital a
power of dominion and growth perilous above all to its
possessor.

So it has come to pass that in our fierce conflicts we
are in peril of guiding our conduct by a theory of rights
and not by a confession of duties: of losing life in a
search for the means of living.

The first words attributed to man born outside the
Paradise of God are words which disclose the secret of
all social evil. A4m 7, said the earliest murderer, my
brother's keeper ?
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And the answer came from the unfruitful earth, silent
witness of the deed of violence; came from the soul,
filling with remorse the fugitive, who could not flee from
himself.

Yes: and the same answer must come as often as
the thoughtless, the self-indulgent, the idle, propose the
question now.

We are our brothers’ keepers even as they are ours;
and unless we accept the charge, the scene of our toil
and the inexorable sovereign of our hearts will condemn
us to unsatisfied desires.

Behind every social question there lies not only a
moral, but also a religious question. And the final solu-
tion of every question belongs to the highest sphere.

“You cannot,” in the words of the noblest leader
of modern democracy, “change the fate of man by em-
bellishing his material dwelling.”

We must touch the soul, if we are to change the mode
of living.

Many who allow that Christianity can deal with in-
dividuals deny that it has any message for classes or
states.

Its virtues, they say, are the petty virtues of private
life : its promises, the gratification of the small objects
of personal aim : towards the struggles of society, of the
nation, of the race, it can at the' best produce nothing
better than a temper of benevolent neutrality.

We know that the charge is false, essentially false,
but we must admit without reserve that we have given
occasion to it.

If we cannot improvise peremptory judgments, we
can always affirm an eternal principle: we can quell in
our hearts that spirit of self-assertion which fills us with
restless jealousy till our present demands are fully paid,
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and that spirit of larger, deadlier self-assertion, miscalled
patriotism, which tempts us to think that the power of
a nation is the power of dictation and not of service,
and that every failure must be washed out in blood.
We can do this, and shall we venture to say we have
done it?

We need yet once more to gain and to exhibit a great
ideal. We are troubled on the one side by a spirit of
irony, which shrinks from the avowal of its loftiest aims ;
and on the other side by the spirit of confidence, which
assumes that all will be well if we go with the stream.

We play with noble thoughts. Now we want insight,
and now we want courage. In both cases we want faith
in men, and, that which alone can give it, faith in God.

No word is used more familiarly than ¢ progress,”
but it is very hard to see the goal towards which we are
supposed to be moving.

The greatest triumphs of modern science are, as we
have seen, fruitful in evils no less than in blessings.
They have increased our power, our opportunities, our
resources : but in themselves they cannot open the
heavens and shew the glory of God and Jesus standing
at the right hand of God : they cannot give us that vision
of immeasurable majesty which fills the whole soul with
the consciousness of its destiny, and that vision of
sovereign love which brings the assurance that attain-
ment is within our reach.

For we do not think too much of life, too much of
humanity, too much of men, but infinitely too little,
because we allow that which can be seen by the eye of
sense to furnish the data of our estimate.

But let us bring the Gospel of Christ, Maker and
Heir of all things into connection not with ourselves only,
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but with the world, and then there will rise before us a
spectacle which must move the dullest with enthusiasm
and touch the most disconsolate with hope : a spectacle
of a life unfolded through the ages in which, in spite of
every partial loss and every temporary check, a divine
counsel of righteousness is fulfilled : of a humanity through
whose discipline and victory, won by sacrifice offered in
the ministry of every member, the end of the whole
creation is reached in the peace of an indissoluble
harmony : of men who, each in their appointed place,
receive the inheritance of the fathers, and transmit it,
enriched by their own toils, to a new generation, and
enter living and dying into the joy of the Lord.

What ideal can be offered to the spirit which is greater
or more true?

The sense of responsibility, the energy of spiritual
force, the power of a divine ideal: how can we gain
them? To this question, which is for us the question
of all questions, the past returns no uncertain answer.

Each new revelation of Christ among men has hitherto
found expression in some social movement, in some form
of disciplined life, which has embodied and interpreted it.

And Christ is revealing Himself through the very
needs which trouble us. We can see now, as men could
not see in earlier times, how there has been a law in the
growth of the race : how man was taken from himself by
the ancient organisations of the state : how he was taken
from the world by the dominant religious communities
of the middle ages: how he has been taken from society
by the isolating narrowness of many forms of popular
Protestantism ; and seeing this we can see also, when
we let the Incarnation give its perfect message, that he
is given back to himself, to the world, to society, in the
Risen Christ.

This then is the revelation which we have to embody :
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to embody in the eyes of all by some fellowship which
shall strike the imagination; which shall teach by
manifold experience the power of social relationships and
social obligations in commerce, in politics, in religion ;
which shall claim for the family and the nation their
proper parts in preparing the Kingdom of God on earth,
in bringing to redeemed humanity the fulness of its life
in Christ.

The fellowship must be natural. It must not depend
for its formation or its permanence on any appeals to
morbid or fantastic sentiments. It must accept the
facts of life, as seen in the relations of the family, for the
ground of its constitution. It must be an attempt not to
realise the counsels of perfection for a select few, but to
give a healthy type of living for all.

The fellowship must be English. The nation is to
the race what the family is to the nation.

And England, alone among the nations, has received
the power which is essential for the task which we con-
template, the power of assimilating new ideas without
breaking with the past.

The fellowship must be comprehensive. It must deal
not with opinion or feeling or action only, but with the
whole sum of life. It must proclaim that God is not to
be found more easily in “the wilderness and the solitary
place” than in the study or in the market or in the
workshop or by the fireside.

It must banish the strange delusion by which we

~ suppose that things temporal and spiritual can be separ-
ated in human action, or that we can render rightly to
Caesar that which is not in the very rendering rendered
also to God.

The fellowship must be social. Every member of it
must hold himself pledged to regard his endowments of
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character, of power, of place, of wealth, as a trust to be
administered with resolute and conscious purpose for the
good of men.

The fellowship must be open. The uniform of the
soldier is at once a symbol and a safeguard.

It reminds others of his obligations, and supports him
in the endeavour to fulfil them.

It makes some grave faults practically impossible.
So too a measured and unostentatious simplicity, a
simplicity in dress, in life, in establishment, wisely adopted
by choice and not of necessity, will be an impressive
outward witness to the Christian ideal, and it will help
towards the attainment of it.

The fellowship must be rational. It must welcome
light from every quarter, as found by those who know
that every luminous ray, reflected or refracted a hundred
times, comes finally from one source.

The fellowship, above all, must be spiritual. It must
rest avowedly on the belief that the voice of God is not
silent among us, and the vision of God not withdrawn
from His people.

It must labour in the assurance that the difference of
our age from the first age is not the difference of the dull,
dim twilight from the noon, but that of common earth,
flooded with sunshine, from the solitary mountain-top
kindled to a lamp of dawn.

It must find occasion for continual praise and thanks-
giving in victories of faith, from that of the first martyr
St. Stephen to that of the last boy in Uganda who knew
at least how to die for his Saviour.

We can estimate fairly the resources of the race.
No dark continents, no untried peoples, fill the dim back-
ground of our picture of the world with incalculable
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possibilities. The whole field lies before us. We look
upon all the provinces of the kingdom of God. We can
communicate to others the noblest which we have, and
save them from the long pains of our discipline. All
things are ready.

Let nothing rob you of the conviction that the voice
of God can be heard, and is heard ‘Zv-day -’ that the
vision of God can be gained, and is gained ‘7o-day.’
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e knoto in Part

WHEN St. Paul says “We know in part” he does
not disparage knowledge ; on the contrary, he reveals it
in its true nobility. He opens to us one view of the
meaning of the Lord’s words—that sustaining motto of
the scholar—in which He declared (John xvii. 17) truth
to be the medium of man’s consecration.

This necessary incompleteness of our knowledge,
which is at first sight disappointing and discouraging, is,
when duly weighed, fitted to bring stability to the results
of labour, satisfies the conditions. of progress, offers hope
in the face of the problems of the present age, is briefly
a consolation, a promise, a prophecy for us as we strive
to fulfil our work in the shadow of time:

For thence—a paradox
Which comforts while it mocks—
Shall life succeed in that it seems to fail.

The angel who was seen in Augustine’s vision
emptying the ocean with a shell gives no untrue image
of the disproportion between the possibilities of humanity
and the attainments of individual labour.

No one who has considered the slow development of
the powers which man now enjoys in what appears to us
to be his maturity, would be willing to admit that his
faculties exhaust in kind or in degree the possible action
of being.

No one supposes that the most encyciopadic mind
could grasp all that is capable of being known at the
moment, not to speak of those remoter consequences of
all that we do, which often reveal first the true meaning
of thought and action.
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Our knowledge is inevitably partial in regard of the
object and of the subject and of the conditions of its
acquisition. In each respect an infinite mystery enwraps
a little spot, of light.

It requires a serious effort to enter with a living
sympathy into the character of another man, or of
another class, or of another nation, or of another course
of thought: to feel, not with a sense of gracious
superiority, but of devout thankfulness, that here and
here that is supplied which we could not have provided :
to acknowledge how peculiar gifts or a peculiar environ-
ment, how long discipline or an intense struggle, have
conferred upon others the power of seeing that which we
cannot see.

There is on all sides an overpowering passion for
clearness, for decision, for results which can be measured
on demand. Art and history are trammelled by realism.
A restless anxiety for fulness and superficial accuracy of
detail diverts the forces which should be given to an
interpretation of the life. We begin to think that when
we can picture to ourselves the outside of things we
have mastered them.

So it is also in many respects with opinion. We are
told that we must make our choice definitely between
this extreme and that ; that there can be no mean; that
a logical necessity demands one precise conclusion or
the other.

In this way we lose insensibly the present conscious-
ness of the great deeps of life; we lose the genial
influence of the vital play of thought and experience ; we
lose the chastening power of those unutterable strivings
of the soul to which language gives witness but not shape.
Portraiture becomes photography, and faith is represented
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by a phrase. The reflections from the mirror, the
shadows on the wall of the cave, are taken for the
realities which these fleeting signs should move us to
seek.

We must indeed, for purposes of use, define our con-
ceptions. We accept the necessity cheerfully, but we
will not willingly forget that in doing so we mutilate
them ; that we convert into abstractions what are
elements of life. ’

There is no outline in Nature, however convenient or
even necessary we may find it to draw one.

However paradoxical the statement may appear,
physical study more than any other brings the invisible
vividly before us. The world of the man of science is
not the scene of conflict and disorder which we look
upon with our untrained eyes, but an order of absolute
law which he finds by the interpretation of a larger
experience. He pierces beneath the scene to that
which it indicates. So far he has read the thought of
God. His partial knowledge is a sign for the moralist
and for the theologian. His triumph encourages us to
study the phenomena of spiritual disorder in the sure
hope that here also something of the perfection of the
Divine counsel will be disclosed to us in due time, as
we gaze and ponder and wait.

The Present and the. Past

IT needs but little observation to notice how swiftly
an exclusive fashion of opinion passes away; how a
partial philosophy reigns for a space as universal and
then is neglected and then despised. But our Christian
faith is the heir of all. It can welcome a new lesson,
and it can shelter one which has grown unpopular. It
is hospitable to forces whose claims to supremacy it
combats. It draws strength from truths with which its
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enemies have assailed it. Even when it is impressed
most deeply by the spirit of the age it never lays aside
its catholicity.

We are tempted to linger with a vain regret round
that which is ready to vanish away or to hasten pre-
maturely the advent of that which is not yet mature.

The present is for us not only the result, but also the
epitome of the past. It gathers up into one scene the
forces which have been called into play in successive ages.

It is no disrespect to our fathers if we allow that their
words were not final : it is no flattery to our sons if we
bid them make good new conquests.

We can use old phrases, but we cannot in that way
recall old thoughts. Each generation has its own work ;
and the condition of performance is that the successive
labourers should feel that their work has not been done
hitherto, and that it will be carried out to its completion
after them.

WE have looked away from earth in order that we
may see heaven more purely; we must still look back
to earth that we may make the truth of heaven more
effectual.

It is a commonplace that the planets are globes: we
have yet to discover, as it has been well said, that our
globe is a star.

OUR faith is light : not the lamp only in the sepulchre,
but the sun shining on the broad fields of life.

We can feel that the darkest riddles of life lose their
final gloom when we refuse to acknowledge that their




294 ASPECTS OF LIFE

solution must be found in the facts which we have been
so far able to grasp.

DO what we will, we cannot empty life of its mystery.
Each one of us is in himself a mystery than which there
can be nothing greater.

WE forget the harvest reaped from others’ labours
while we murmur that the seed which we have cast upon
the ground remains long hidden.

To wait, even with dim eye and dull ear, for the
coming of the Kingdom of heaven is for us a sign that
the Spirit is active within us.

WE have learnt again and again from that feeding of
the five thousand to see in a blessing given not only the
promise, but the provision for a blessing yet to be—the
sign of a love not exhausted by exercise.

When all past wants had been amply fulfilled beyond
all expectation, there remained a store for the future
great out of all proportion to that which had been
offered from human resources.

When the disciples might have been tempted to rest
as if all had been done, the voice came, Gather up the
Jragments that remain, that nothing be lost—fragments,
let us remember, which do not represent what was left
from man’s imperfect or capricious use, but the fresh
superabundance of the divine bounty.

And it is added, Z%erefore—because they accepted
the labour, because they trusted the word—~#key gathered
them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments
of the five barley-loaves, which remained over and above
unto them that had eaten.
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We cannot mistake the spiritual meaning of the
history. It is the abiding benediction of means, gifts,
endowments, faithfully used without ¢ nice calculation of
less and more.”

It shews us how that which we have, if brought to
God with a single heart, is made fruitful beyond our
utmost thought,—fruitful not only to meet wants which
are felt to be urgent, but fruitful also to anticipate wants
which we have not yet foreseen.

_IT is most characteristic of the Bible that in its loftiest
promises there is no suppression, no dissembling of pain
and sorrow.

In the Lord’s life triumph and suffering go side by
side. The last sign in which He manifested His glory
was the recognised prelude to the agony of the Cross.
His words of power were preceded by His bitter weeping.

CHRIST announces to us the unbroken continuity of
all life which is truly life. There is no likelihood that
we shall ever underrate the changes which we can see,
the separations which sadden us, the losses which mar
our capacity for action ; but, on the other hand, we lose
much by not dwelling day by day on that which as yet
we can grasp of the permanence of our being; we lose
much by constructing a future out of some fragments of
the present, and transferring it to some remote scene
which serves to obscure the solemn beauty of earth.
We lose much by not striving to behold, little by little,
it may be in fleeting visions, the eternal which is about
us and in us, and which remains unaltered by all
vicissitudes.
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CHRIST promises to the believer without reserve a
freedom from death. We have no warrant for an
arbitrary dilution of the promise. We may confess that
we cannot comprehend all that it embraces, but we dare
not say that it means only what we can comprehend.
“Whosoever believeth in Me,” He says plainly, “shall
never die;” not some part of him shall live hereafter,
but he—the living, loving person—all of him that truly
is—*shall never die.”

THE strength of a church, the strength of a nation,
the strength of a family, lies for the most part in the
unseen yet living members which the past has inscribed
for ever in its roll.

WE need not go from our proper place in order to
discipline ourselves for God’s service; we need not
strive after gifts which He has not entrusted to us, or
forms of action which are foreign to our position, in
order to do our part as members of His Church.

It is enough that we grow and wax strong under the
action of those forces by which He moves us within and
without, if we desire to fulfil, according to the measure
of our powers, the charge which He has prepared for us.

GREAT occasions do not make heroes or cowards;
they simply unveil them to the eyes of men.

Silently and imperceptibly, as we wake and sleep,
we grow and wax strong ; we grow and wax weak ; and
at last some crisis shews us what we have become.

From small beginnings flow the currents of our lives,
from constant and unnoticed impulses we take our bias ;
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the stream is ever gathering strength, the bend is ever
being confirmed or corrected.

There is not one act, not one purpose, which does
not leave its trace, though we may be unable to dis-
tinguish and measure its value.

There is not one drop which does not add something
to the flowing river, not one blast which does not in
some way shape the rising tree.

QUESTIONS are ripening for discussion by which all
we hold most precious is imperilled. Evil forces are
gathering with which battle must be done. It will be
for us or for our children to shew that our faith can
solve fresh problems and win new victories.

But while we feel all this keenly, it is not our part to
anticipate with anxious curiosity what the future will.
bring ; we can best prepare for that by doing in quiet-
ness and confidence what we find prepared for us.

SPI RITUAL service lies in the consecration of simplest
duties.

KNOWLEDGE is only a vantage-ground and not a
victory. If we neglect to turn to use the superiority .
which it gives us, our defeat will only be the more

disgraceful because we were so richly furnished for the
battle.

CAN any one sincerely believe that God the Father
made the world, and not regard all creation, even in
what we call its lowest forms, with reverence ?
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THE Christian differs from the patriot and the philan-
thropist not so much in the immediate ends which
he seeks as in the impulse by which he is moved to seek
them.

NOT one difficulty, one pain, one contradiction of life
is removed by the spirit of denial. Only the treasury of
heaven is closed at its bidding.

THE higher, nobler, fuller, comes to men only as the
fruit of the lower and the less.

¢¢ Light after light well used they shall attain.”

OF all the perils of advancing age none is greater
than that of losing the faculty of wonder. That which
is commonest is indeed the most real cause of wonder.

AS a whole human life is not like a straight line, it is
not like a circle; but it is a widening and ascending
spiral. There is progress without return; there is
resemblance without repetition.

HE who loves the Church of Christ fears not the
investigation but the neglect of its records.

NEVER forget that in the inner life feeling is the
herald of knowledge. Never despond when you find
that to suffer is often the synonym for to work.
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THOUGH a man may become more incisive in action
in proportion as he grows narrower, the cost of success
is a maimed humanity.

THEOLOGY and physical science are, and it is vain to
deny or extenuate the fact, separated for the time by a
profound jealousy and misunderstanding.

We have been reminded very frequently of the errors
of theologians as to the office and method and results of
physics ; to me the errors of physicists as to the office and
methods and results of theology are more surprising;
and, if I may venture to express my whole mind, the
practical neglect of history—the only record of the com-
plete life of man—by both, appears to be still more
wonderful and still more disastrous.

THE science of life, which deals with the whole
experience of men, must be restored to its proper place
between the science of experiment, which deals with
matter, and the science of revelation, which deals with
God. :
Then, and not till then, shall we see how the Gospel
is illuminated by our progress, and itself is illuminated
by our darkness.

I T is of the utmost importance that in all intellectual
labour we should remember that every expression of
truth is the resultant of many forces which are perpetu-
ally changing, so that an identical formula cannot long
preserve its original significance.

ASPIRATIONS without faith are powerful only for de-
struction. They can kindle a revolution, but they cannot
mould a new order. ’
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THE recognition of duty is the surest protection of
rights.

A SAINT falls in some obscure conflict, and forthwith
he is manifested with a multiplied energy, and stirs the
heart of men with an irresistible force which he had not
before. A warrior or a statesman shews that he can dare
or suffer or forbear great things for his country and his
name ; his life through his name becomes a power to
inspire, to support, to control later generations.

AT one time the change from the seen to the unseen
comes swiftly, in the full vigour of action, that so we
may learn that there must yet be scope in some new and
unknown field, in some new and unknown shape, for
the energy which is instinct with promise.

At another time the change comes through ‘“‘calm
decay ”: first one faculty and then another is withdrawn,
while love abides, that so we may learn that the person
whom we love is more than those qualities through which
he has been outwardly revealed to us.

HE would be less than man who could exist in the
world and not be ennobled while he blesses the countless
multitude of silent benefactors who at every moment are
stirring him to follow great examples ; less than a man
who did not feel that his self-denial would be joyous if
he could foresee that in some later age another would
thank him for having removed one stumbling-block from
the path of right. Our soldiers at Badajos laid their
bodies on the sword-blades that their comrades might
find a path to the breach; that is an image of what
our fathers have done for us.
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EVEN now we have not fully learnt what the Greek
Scriptures and Greek speculation, classical and Christian,
have to teach ; but at least we can feel that, with all its
faithlessness, with all its hypocrisy, with all its violence,
the classical Renaissance has left a blessing behind it;
and so we can await with thankful expectation the
renaissance inspired by physical thought with which
society is travailing now.

THE way of God is the way of sacrifice. But let us
not mistake the meaning of the word. It has been well
said that “in the hours of clear reason we should say
that we had never made a sacrifice”; and again it may
be said no less well that all which we delight to recall
is sacrifice, For sacrifice properly describes not loss to
man but devotion to God : not suffering but dedication :
not the foregoing of that which we might have enjoyed,
but the conversion of that which was offered to us for a
time into an eternal possession ; the investment of things
unstable and fleeting with a power of unchangeable joy.
- The poorest mother who clasps her new-born infant
to her breast has found, if but for a moment, the secret
of life. To live for others, to suffer for others, is the
inevitable condition of our being. To accept the con-
dition gladly is to find it crowned wi